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Coming Events 


A calendar of the more important national 
meetings of church organizations, so far as 
known to the BULLETIN, is published monthly 
in this column. 
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THE EDITORIAL OUTLOOK 


The Editors Evaluate Columbus 


It is always difficult to measure with exact- 
ness the achievements of such a convocation as 
the special meeting in Columbus until consid- 
erable time has elapsed; far more important 
than the kind of recommendations adopted is 
the extent to which these findings are carried 
into practice. However, it is possible to arrive 
at some idea of what the end result may be by 
listening to the reactions of those who were ob- 
servers. Editorial comments on the meeting 
have been exceptionally extensive, and from 
these the material for this summary is drawn. 

The Messenger regarded the February meet- 
ing of the World Council of Churches in Geneva 
and that of the Federal Council at Columbus as 
marking ‘‘the advent of the non-Roman churches 
as a united spiritual force in the arena of world 
affairs.” The Christian Century said ‘The 
dominant note at Columbus was that Protestant 
Christianity must close its ranks. The discus- 
sions were notable in that there was no petty 
caviling or any evidence of sectarian self-asser- 
tion. The Church, not the churches, was in 
everyone’s thought.” This same note of unity 
was reflected in the editorial comment of The 
Church Herald: ““No one could be present .. . 
without sensing that this was the American 
Church seeking to express herself, to proclaim 
her convictions, to apply her faith to the prob- 


lems of our day. Here is not an isolated voice, 
but a united Protestantism become vocal. This 
is proof that separate denominations, with dis- 
tinctive beliefs, can nevertheless cooperate to- 
gether in large areas of common endeavor .. . 
Because of the complex character of Protestant- 
ism, full agreement is frequently impossible, 
but the generally unanimous acceptance of the 
final pronouncements of the Council revealed an 
underlying unity.” The Presbyterian Outlook 
said editorially: “ ... when the Federal Council 
meets there is a convergence of the leadership of 
American Protestantism. Some small, non-co- 
operative bodies make a great fuss as they pull 
away from and seek to undermine the work of 
this united Christian activity, but they are, for 
the most part, miniscule. At least some of the 
criticism leveled at so great an achievement as 
that of the Federal Council may be the better 
understood if that fact is remembered.” 


Concerning the nature of the proceedings, 
Rev. L. O. Greene writing in The Sabbath 
Recorder said: “It was heartening to find such 
a fine spirit of unanimity among men of so 
many faiths; they had come together willing to 
cast aside all differences which might separate. 
... To see how these [post-war] tasks were 
faced and with what seriousness and wisdom an 
attempt was made to bring about solutions was 
inspiring indeed.” 
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The American Friend said editorially: “ 

we were impressed with the earnestness—the 
deadly seriousness of the group. They seemed 
to mean business. Every paragraph, every sen- 
tence, and, in many cases, every word counted in 
the messages or the plans of action that were 
adopted. Looking over the group we knew 
many that were well prepared in the fields in 
which they were thinking. » The meeting did not, 
however, have the weight and the expertness 
of the conferences. at Delaware and _ Cleve- 
land... . It represented, however, even more 
than Delaware or Cleveland the responsible 
MU of the churches.” 


Cs 


The findings of the individual sections of the 
Columbus special meeting were singled out for 
comment by a number of editors, the report on 
evangelism being accorded an especially wide 
reception. “It is difficult to imagine any group 
or-any denomination where a more clearly ring- 
ing summons to evangelism—deeply-rooted, in- 
escapable, fundamental evangelism—could have 
been produced,” said The Presbyterian Outlook. 
“Tt is hard to find any area of concern or evan- 
gelistic opportunity that was not covered by 
[this] section’s report. .. . The proposed plan 
of action is definite and comprehensive. It isa 
model. which constituent denominations may 
well follow.” 

In evaluating the recommendations of the 
‘section on community tensions, Christianity and 
Crisis said: “Outranking in its far-reaching im- 
plications any other action taken by the Federal 
Council of Churches at its special meeting .. . 
was the sweeping declaration against racial 
segregation in the church.” 

© The Christian Evangelist had an almost iden- 
tical acclamation for another section: ‘The re- 
port ... on the Churches and World Order .. . 
is, the..most important pronouncement ever 
‘made by -that great cooperation of twenty-five 
“American Protestant communions...” 

. In general summary, Robert L. Bull wrote in 
his. article for The Churchman: ‘The scope and 
action of this conference are so significant that 
no churchman can fail to find constructive 
guidance for the solution of our post-war prob- 
lems and illumination for the: procedures, which 
must be followed by the churchjif the sad plight 
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of the world is to be redeemed. 


“The overall importance of this conference 
can hardly be exaggerated,” The Churchman 
article continued. “It did not recommend any 
panaceas or cure-alls for the ills of the world. 
It did not adopt any ill-digested or ill-considered 
proposals. It. stated clearly what needs to be 


_ done and the only way in which it can be done, 
‘namely through a revival of spiritual faith and 
the regeneration of mankind through the power 
-of the Holy Spirit. 
preached and truly received it cannot fail to ac- 


If this Gospel is truly 


complish the task which God intends for His 
World, namely the salvation of all. mankind.” 

- The Christian Century described the Colum- 
ae convocation as one which “confronted 
squarely the obligation that these [desperate 
post-war] needs impose upon the churches for 
new spiritual and moral leadership and for the 
building of Christian community in a world torn 
by ancient tensions now deepening into further - 
tragic conflict. In three days and nights packed 
with the most earnest and prayerful: considera- 
tion, the Federal Council reached a series of 
significant agreements on common policy. The 
combined impact of these agreements should go 
far to recover. for Protestantism the initiative 
and the power it had in the formative years of 
our national beginnings. Every delegate was 
impressed with the relevance of the evangelical 
message to the present strugele to organize com- 
munity on global lines.” 

“No general meeting of American divrefanen 
in years has reached a higher plane of moral 
leadership than the . . . convention just closed 
at Columbus,” commented the Chicago Sun. “In 
both speeches and formal resolutions . . . an au- 
thentic note. of ethical Christianity was 


sounded.” And from the St. Louis Globe Demo- 


crat: “Like a bright thread woven through the 
convention .. . seems to run one urgent, arrest- 
ing motif: The vital need to apply doctrines of 
the Christian faith to world and domestic prob- 
lems that grip the harried post-war scene.” 
Back now to the heart of the matter—the re- 
sults of Columbus in terms of action—here is 
the editorial comment of The Living Church: 
“Tn a world containing all the explosive ingredi- 
ents of a war that might destroy civilization it- 
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self, the Federal Council met to plan a Chris- 
tian mobilization for peace. How well the Fed- 
eral Council has succeeded in its task will be 
determined by the way its findings and pro- 
grams are put into effect. That is up to the 
Christian leaders in each communion and in 
every community. ... The carrying out [of this 
common strategy | is now up to the several mem- 
ber Churches, including our own... . For the 
most part, we believe that the strategy out- 
lined at Columbus is a sound one. Its basis is 
the primary Christian duty of evangelism—the 
carrying out of the Divine Commission to go 
into all the world to preach the Gospel, and to 
baptize all nations.” 


_“Wholeness is the True Nature of the Church” 


In the Christian News Letter (London) of 
March 20, the Editor, Mrs. Kathleen Bliss, 
gives a vivid picture of the impression made up- 
on her by her attendance, for the first time, at 
a great ecumenical gathering under the auspices 
of the World Council of Churches. From this 


_ point of departure she makes a discerning com- 


ment about the whole movement of Christian 
unity. Describing the meeting of the Provision- 


. al Committee of the World Council in Geneva, 


last February, she writes: 


“The day ended with a great service in Cal- 
vin’s. Church, the-Cathedral of St. Peter. To 
me, and to everyone else to whom I spoke, the 


’ real meaning and purpose of this world gather- 


ing was made plain in this service. The vast 
church was so crowded that it would have been 
difficult to find room for one person more. The 
long: procession of church leaders filed up the 
nave. It contained archbishops, bishops and 
leading churchmen of the Orthodox, Anglican, 
Lutheran and Reformed Churches of Europe, 
and leaders of the Free Churches of Great Brit- 
ain and the United States. Side by side walked 
men whose countries had been at war. The 
prayers were said in English, the singing was in 


- French, the Gospel was read in Greek, and three 
addresses were given, by Dr. Miao of China in 


English, Bishop Berggrav of Norway in Ger- 
man and.Pastor Niemoeller in French. They 


spoke simply of the faithfulness of humble 


= la 
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Christians in times of pressure and distress, of 
the unbroken life of the Church in the Holy 
Spirit throughout the war, and of the penitence 
and renewal which bring together in Christ 
those who have done each other grievous wrong. 

‘‘As I stood on the steps leading up from the 
courtyard of the Cathedral and watched this 
great crowd of worshippers dispersing . . . I 
knew as a fact not only of belief but of experi- 
ence, that our gropings toward unity are not at- 
tempts to... bring together separate self-suf- 
ficient units. As the Church of Christ is in His 
mind and intention one, wholeness is the true 
nature of the Church, and the search for a true 
unity is not an attempt to create something 
which does not exist or to add something to the 
Church’s life (in the fashion of an “optional 
extra”) but is rather the removing of all the 
accretions which hide from our eyes what is al- 
ready there. At that moment it seemed impos- 
sible that the gates of hell should prevail against 
a Church at one with itself in worship of its 
Lord, and impossible that the half of Christen- 
dom which looks to another Cathedral of St. 
Peter as its home should stand forever divided 
from us and we from it. 

“Modern life, including that of the churches, 
is so bare of symbols’ of compelling power that 
experiences of this kind which, without chang- 
ing very much what we consciously think or 
do, enter into our souls and give new power, are 
rare and correspondingly rich.” | 


Libis 


The Acheson-Lilienthal Report Ning 


Since the beginning of the Atomic Age, church 
leaders have underscored the necessity of es- 
tablishing the sovereignty of mankind over the 
revolutionary new power. In the Report on the 
International Control. of Atomic Energy, pre- 
pared under the auspices of. the State Depart- 
ment, an important and hopeful step has been 
taken toward meeting this necessity. The bur- 
den of the Report is that world control i is prac- 
ticable, and that the major obstacles are politi- 
cal, not technical. It is presented to the Ameri- 
can people and the world as,a means to in- 
formed discussion and as a basis for sound 
policy. As such, it merits careful considera- 
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tion by all responsible citizens. 

The plan does not pretend to completeness, 
but like the Dumbarton Oaks Proposals, is open 
to constructive amendment and supplementa- 
tion. The authors wisely leave some of the dif- 
ficult political aspects of the problem to the ne- 
gotiations of the special U. N. commission. 
Nevertheless, the plan is a solid foundation on 
which to build. 


Religious Radio Broadcasting 


In the year 1945, 578 religious radio pro- 
grams were produced and sponsored by the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches over three national net- 
works, namely, American Broadcasting Com- 
pany, Mutual Broadcasting System and Na- 
tional Broadcasting Company. 


During the year 45 clergymen officiated and 
seven other clergymen participated. These 
clergymen represented eight denominations and 
seven interdenominational church groups. 

In addition to the above mentioned programs 
the Federal Council participated in 359 special 
programs, over the four national networks, dur- 
ing the year as follows: 7 one-minute prayers 
for the conference of the united nations; 5 fif- 
teen-minute ‘Holy Week” services; 10 memo- 
rial programs on the death of President Roose- 
velt: 1 report of official visitation to the chap- 
lain service in European theater of war; 4 fif- 
teen-minute observances of Universal Bible 
Sunday; 98 special prayers at the opening and 
closing of the NBC network; and 233  one- 
minute prayers over Mutual Broadcasting 
System. 

In March of this year, the address of the 
President of the United States at the Special 
Meeting of the Federal Council held in Colum- 
bus, Ohio, was carried by 783 stations affiliated 
with the national networks as well as by many 
local and unaffiliated stations, making one of the 
largest coverages in radio history. 

Never before has religious broadcasting had 
such an actual, as well as potential audience, in- 
volving great opportunities coupled with tre- 
mendous responsibilities. Approximately 400,- 
000 copies of radio sermons were distributed by 
request in 1945. Thousands of letters from in- 
dividuals have come, voicing appreciation, con- 
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structive criticism and whole-hearted approval 
of what is to them a distinctly personal service. 


The Paris Peace Conference 

_ The Big Four conference which opened in 
Paris on April 25, and the general peace con- 
ference which is scheduled to follow it, form a 
critical test of the unity of the United Nations, 
of the need for just settlements, and of the hope 
for world peace. The negotiations raise the is- 
sues which divide the victors in a sharp and 
controversial form. Divergent national interests 
and social principles place the nations on op- 
posite sides of the peace table as they wrestle 
with boundaries, reparations, colonies and the 
like. The peril to post-war codperation is 
ominous. 

The churches have long foreseen the dangers 
of disunity and injustice involved in the peace 
settlements. At Delaware and at Cleveland, 
church leaders set forth principles necessary for 
the framing of a just peace. The Commission 
on a Just and Durable Peace last November 
summarized five principles bearing on the cur- 
rent negotiations and called for a general peace 
conference to enable world opinion to operate 
more effectively. The Federal Council at Co- 
lumbus reiterated major moral requirements of 
the peace treaties. 

Now, after months of unsuccessful negotia- 
tions by their deputies, the foreign ministers are 
making another effort to overcome the conflict- 
ing demands. At the moment, the prospects for 
acceptable agreement seem slight. 

Indeed, a real solution of the issues involved 
requires a conversion of the attitudes and prac- 
tice of nations. As the Federal Council stressed 
in The Churches and World Order, the nations 
must ‘“‘undertake constructive tasks of common 
concern,” like the efforts to save the millions 
confronted by famine, if the tensions arising 
from differing convictions are to be relieved. 
Such a course requires a fundamental change of 
attitude—‘‘a moral transformation in the hearts © 
of men and nations,” to subordinate.national in- 
terests to “a higher moral law and to the wel- 
fare of the whole family of God.” Only in such 
a context can the peace settlements provide an 
opportunity for the genuine reconciliation of 
peoples. 
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Actions of the World Council 


I. MESSAGE 


HE Provisional Committee of the World Council 

: of Churches assembled at Geneva, February 

21-23, for its first meeting after the World War, 
sends forth the following message: 

The world today stands between life and death Men’s 
hopes of a better world have not been fulfilled. Millions 
are enduring intolerable suffering. The nations seem im- 
potent to deal with the crucial problems of international 
order. A heavy burden weighs upon all mankind. 

We face this crisis as Christians, whose own consciences 
are gravely disturbed. Yet God in His mercy has com- 
mitted to us the ministry of His Word, and that Word we 
are bound to declare. Men are going the way of death 
because they disobey God’s Will. All renewal depends 
upon repentance, upon turning from our own way to God’s 
way. He is calling men to a supreme decision. “I have set 
before you life and death: therefore choose life.” 

War is the result of human self-will and of men’s tragic 
inability to find the true solution of their conflicts. We 
pray God that the United Nations will choose the way of 


_ life and save future generations from the scourge of war. 


But the time is short. Man’s triumph in the release of 
atomic energy threatens his destruction. Unless men’s 
whole outlook is changed, our civilization will perish. 

An illusory peace is little better than war. No peace 
can be lasting unless it is built on true spiritual founda- 
tions. We appeal to all men of good will and all who be- 
lieve in spiritual values and forces to work together for 
an order of justice and humanity. 

All nations are under the judgment of God. Those that 
have been defeated are suffering a fearful retribution. 
But the springs of their recovery are within; and if they 
turn to God and heed the voices of those among them 
who, even in the darkest days, withstood the forces of 


evil, they can yet take their proper place in a world 


community. The victorious nations have also suffered 


_ greatly, but their victory brings with it a new responsi- 


bility to God. They should combine justice with mercy. 
To seek vengeance against their former enemies by de- 
priving them of the necessities of life, or by mass ex- 
pulsion of their populations, or in any other manner, can 


_ only bring fresh disaster. There must be a new beginning 


in the relationships of all nations. The nation has its 
own place in God’s purpose for mankind, but national 
egotism is a sin against the Creator of all peoples, great 
and small alike. No nation can fulfill God’s purpose for 
itself which fails to answer His call for full codperation 


_and fellowship with other nations as members of one 


family. There is a mutual interdependence between 
social order and international order. 

We therefore appeal especially to the Governments of 
the Five Great Powers to rise to their responsibilities to 
the world. It was by the union of their forces that they 


won victory in the war. We ask them to unite their 
whole strength in a common purpose now for the estab- 
lishment of justice, for the relief of hunger, and for the 
development of a world community of free peoples. Un- 
less they turn from their old ways of reliance upon mere 
might and own their subjection to God’s law of righteous- 
ness and love, they pursue the way-of disaster and death. 
“T have set before you life and death: therefore choose 
life;” 

A special duty is laid upon the Churches to help the na- 
tions to choose the way of life. Christians are called to be 
the salt of the earth and the light of the world. To them 
is given the ministry of reconciliation. It is their re- 
sponsibility to bear witness by word and deed that the 
law of God finds its fulfillment in the love of Christ. 
We call upon all followers of Christ to do whatever they 
can to help those who are enduring the terrible need and 
suffering of the present day, and to strive after a better 
order in which the rights of man will be fully recognized 
and protected. We trust that those Churches which are 
stronger will continue to aid the Churches in the liberated 
and suffering countries, and that all will increasingly . 
support the world mission of the Church. We earnestly 
urge that all will pray without ceasing for forgiveness, for 
unity, and for real human brotherhood. 

We ourselves give thanks to God for our ecumenical 
fellowship in Christ. Through the years of war that fel- 
lowship has been broadened and deepened, and by God’s 
grace we have discovered anew that He strengthens us in 
the universal fellowship of His Holy Church. We rejoice 
that we have been able to come together again after the 
trials of these years, and have found our hearts knit to- 
gether in Christian love. We testify that in this first meet- 
ing after the war we have met and worked together as one 
brotherhood in a spiritual unity in Christ which has 
transcended our differences. For this experience our 
hearts are glad and thankful, and in it we see a sign of 
hope for all mankind. In this God hath made known 
to us the mystery of His will, that in the dispensation of 
the fullness of time He might gather together in one all 
things in Christ. He is our peace. In Him is the life 
of mankind. 

“T have set before you life and death: therefore choose 
life.” 


II. RESOLUTIONS 
A. Regarding the Distress in Europe and Asia 


1, The Provisional Committee of the World Council 
of Churches, viewing the desperate situation of millions 
of refugees and displaced persons, who lack homes, food, 
fuel and wage-earning employment, places on record its 
profound concern for the suffering peoples, and its earnest 
desire that every possible step be taken by inter-govern- 
mental, governmental and voluntary agencies to mitigate 
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the present distress, and to promote the resettlement and 
rehabilitation of uprooted populations without discrimi- 
nation. 


2. The Committee notes with gratitude the action by 
certain Governments, notably those of the United States 
and Britain, to limit supplies of foodstuffs to their own 
citizens so as to assure to the fullest extent the sharing 
of food with Continental Europe and Asia. 


3. The Committee earnestly requests the special Com- 
mittee appointed by the General Assembly of the United 
Nations to make provision for the carrying forward and 
extension of the tasks of relief and rehabilitation in Europe 
when the activities of UNRRA come to a close at the 
end of this year, and in particular to direct attention to 
the import of seedcorn, fertilizers, livestock and agricul- 
tural implements so that adequate preparation can be 
made for future harvests. 


4. The Committee requests the Churches associated 
with the World Council of Churches, in furtherance of 
the essential Christian responsibility of caring for those 
who suffer through the present distress, to maintain and 
extend to the utmost of their ability ministries of material 
and spiritual relief to the suffering populations in Europe 
and in Asia. 


B. Regarding Transfers of Populations 


WuerEAs the Potsdam Conference agreed that any 
transfers of populations should be effected in an orderly 
and humane manner; and 


Wueresas that Conference recognizing that the influx 
of a larger number of Germans into Germany would in- 
crease the burden already resting on the authorities in 
that country, considered that an examination of the 
problem should be made with special regard to the equit- 
able distribution of these Germans among the several 
zones of occupation, and instructed that an estimate be 
made of the time and rate at which transfers could be 
carried out, having regard to the existing situation in 
Germany and 


WHEREAS the Conference requested that further ex- 
pulsions be suspended pending this examination; and 


Wuereas these proposals of the Potsdam Conference 
have not been carried out, but, on the contrary, the trans- 
fers of populations have brought great hardship, distress 
and suffering to millions of persons including large num- 
bers of women and children, and have resulted in disease 
and death for an appalling proportion of them; and 


WHEREAS this. situation is an offense to the Christian 
conscience and has aroused the concern which Christian 
Churches must feel for suffering humanity: 


Therefore, the Provisional Committee of the World 
Council of Churches while recognizing that some effort 
has recently been made to observe the conditions laid 
down in the Potsdam agreement, nevertheless urges the 


throughout the world to combat this evil by all th 
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Allied Governments and the United Nations Organiza- 
tion to take immediate steps to assure 


(1) that adequate provision be made for the relief of 
those who have already been transferred and are 
in great need and distress; \ 

that any further transfers be carried out in ac- 
cordance with the Potsdam proposals, in an orderly 
and humane manner, and in particular, that 
proper means of transport, personal protection 
and adequate supplies of food en route be pro- 
vided, and suitable arrangements made in advance 
for the reception of the deportees at their desti- 
nations; and 

that the United Nations Orgarfization make pro- 
vision for the oversight of the appropriate settle- 
ment of all transferred populations in their new 
home. . 


Furthermore, whereas the policies of the Allied Powers 
sharing in the occupation of Germany, while confused and 
inconsistent, are today clearly directed towards such an 
extreme limitation of German industry and export as 
cannot be enforced except by long military occupation. 

The Provisional Cemmittee of the World Council of 
Churches is persuaded that this policy, aggravated as it is 
by the compulsory transfer of large numbers of people 
from other countries into a smaller Germany, ought to 
be re-examined, lest by condemning millions of Germans 
either to be fed by charity for an indefinite period or to 
die from starvation until the population fits the new 
frontiers, it bring ruin, not only upon Germany, but on 
Europe. 

The Provisional Committee of the World Council of 
Churches further urges upon the Allied Governments 
and the United Nations Organization to declare and 
implement the long-established right of asylum for 
political refugees who have been guilty of no crime, and 
to ensure that they be not. forcibly repatriated against 
their will. : 


(2) 


(3) 


C. On Antisemitism and the Jewish Situation 


The Provisional Committee of the World Council oi 
Churches records its deep sense of horror at the un- 
precedented tragedy which has befallen the Jewish people 
in consequence of the Nazi attempt to exterminate Euro- 
pean Jewry, and its heartfelt sympathy with the survivors 
of this tragedy and their fellow-Jews throughout tm 
world. 

The Committee recognizes with thankfulness the faith 
ful witness of many Christians, who, at great peril te 
themselves, made their protest against antisemitism ang 
gave shelter to its victims. It also acknowledges wit! 
penitence the failure of the Churches to overcome, in thi 
spirit of Christ, those factors in human relationships whi 
have created and now contribute to this evil whic 
threatens both Jewish and Christian communities. 

The Committee therefore urgently calls upon Christi 
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means within their power and especially in the following 
ways: 

(a) by testifying against the principles and practices 
of antisemitism as a denial of the spirit and teach- 
ing of our Lord; 
by ministering wherever possible to the needs of 
those who still suffer the consequences of anti- 
semitic discrimination or persecution; 


(c) by giving their support to efforts to find accept- 
able homes for Jews who have been displaced or 
who can no longer remain.where they are; 

by codperating with Jews in reciprocal attempts to 

remove causes of friction in personal and commu- 

nity relationships; 

(e) by promoting understanding and goodwill between 
Christians and Jews so that they may bear a com- 
mon witness to the obligations of neighborliness 
to all men, and to the claims of righteousness, 


(b) 


(d) 
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truth and love as the foundations of a well-ordered 
human society. 


D. On Christians of Hebrew Ancestry 


The Provisional Committee of the World Council of 
Churches affirms that for all Christians who have Jew- 
ish antecedents the Church of Christ should be as truly 
a home as for all other Christians, and that they should be 
equally assured of a full share in the rights and duties 
pertaining to the fellowship and service of the Church. 
In times of persecution or privation Christians of Hebrew 
ancestry should be assured that the Church will always be 
a refuge for them whether in their own fatherland or in 
another country or in migration to a new home, and that 
her ministries of both material and spiritual relief be 
exercised on their behalf. This affirmation is based on 
the teaching and message of Holy Scripture that the 
Church in her essential nature is a universal society, 
united in her one Lord. 


Overseas Relief Shipments Increased 


URING the month of March the Protestant 
D Churches of America, through their Church 
, Committee on Overseas Relief and Reconstruc- 
tion, shipped an average of 150 tons weekly of relief 
materials and concentrated foods. Dr. Leslie B. Moss, 
Director of the Committee, said that one of the most 
significant shipments was the 40 tons of flour sent to 
help relieve the critical situation in Poland. 

During the first quarter of this year the churches 
sent through the committee 3,380,000 pounds of bedding 
clothing, shoes, concentrated foods including flour, medi- 
cal supplies and other relief goods—material valued at 
$1,821,000. 

Contributions from church people continue to flow into 
the two original United Church Service Centers, at New 

“Windsor, Maryland, and Modesto, California, and into 
the six new centers opened recently. These processing 
warehouses are located in Los Angeles, Seattle, St. Louis, 
Dayton, Boston, and New York. A speed record in the 
_ processing of contributed material was established dur- 
ing March when 421 bales of clothing and bedding were 
prepared for shipment in one day at the New Windsor 
_ warehouse. 

Contributions should be sent addressed to the United 
Church Service Center, at the following locations: 7110 
Compton Ave., Los Angeles 1, Calif.; Modesto, Calif.; 
2247 East Marginal Way, Seattle, Wash.; 101 Pine St., 
Dayton 2, Ohio; New Windsor, Md.; 236 Beacon St., 
Boston 16, Mass.; 20 Warren St., New York 7, N. Y.; 

-and 1735 South Vandeventer Ave., St. Louis, Mo. | 

The over-all distribution in Europe is being carried 

out by the World Council of Churches, and in Asia by 
_ the Church Committee for Relief in Asia. 
In addition to this program of material aid, the 


churches have been asked to raise $125,000,000 in cash 
gifts for overseas relief and reconstruction. Under this 
plan a tentative four-year program has been set up, in- 
volving not only the purchase of foods in bulk, but also 
the revitalizing of church and mission life and activity 
throughout the world. 


Commission Seeks Extension in Comity 

An improvement in “ecumenical logistics” to meet 
total community needs, in place of the present hit-or- 
miss system of expending church resources, was explained 
as a crucial need confronting the Joint Commission on 
Planning and Adjustment of Local Interchurch Relations, 
at its first meeting on March 4 at Columbus, Ohio, under 
the chairmanship of Bishop A. Frank Smith, of Houston, 
Texas. 

There are numerous local instances in which coopera- 
tive planning has been successfully executed by home 
mission boards and church councils; however the new 
commission, organized by representatives of the Federal 
Council, the Home Missions Council, and the Interna- 
tional Council of Religious Education, represents the 
first effort to extend cooperative planning on a national 
church-wide scale. 

Immediate post-war priorities in comity, as listed by 
Dr. Ross W. Sanderson for the Commission, include 
action on the following: Consolidation in over- 
churched areas; extension in underchurched and sparsely 
settled areas; the underwriting of adequate service in 
underprivileged neighborhoods; and a general review 
of over-all strategy based on the proposed 1946 religious 
census. 

The next meeting of the Joint Commission will prob- 
ably be held in December. 
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Science and Disease 


A statement adopted by the Federal Council’s Executive 
Committee on March 19, 1946. 


for good or for ill in the life of mankind, we rejoice 

in that application of science which seeks to save 
human life and decrease human suffering. We are grate- 
ful that God has raised up an army of men in medicine 
and allied fields who dedicate themselves to the elimina- 
tion of disease and suffering and to the improvement of 
man’s body and mind. 

While deeply mindful of the great progress which the 
arts of healing have made already, we are indebted to 
their practitioners for a vision of the still larger discov- 
eries which can be made in the future. Just as increasing 
control has been achieved over most infectious diseases, 
so must men strive with all the mighty methods of science 
to conquer such other scourges as tuberculosis, syphilis, 
mental diseases, alcoholism, heart diseases and virus in- 
fections. 

We are thankful that the month of April will herald 
the greatest attack in the history of mankind upon a 
most powerful disease enemy—cancer. We commend to 
churchmen and to all citizens participation in the plan to 


i A DAY when science holds such great potentialities 


secure for cancer research and services more than three 
times as much financial support as has been available in 
any previous year. 

We urge upon the proper authorities that those rele- 
vant discoveries which were made under the pressures 
of war be made available, within the limits of national 
and world security, for the furtherance of medical and 
related research. 

We are conscious, however, that more is needed, both 
in research and treatment, than attention to material 
reality, important as that is. No treatment can be com- 
plete which does not include repair of the ravages which 
lie beyond the physical plane, through psychological and 
religious service. No program of research can be com- 
prehensive if it fails to include study of the place which 
psychological and spiritual factors may have in the cure 
and prevention of illnesses. 

As we commend to churchmen full participation in 
those efforts which make possible more comprehensive 
research and more adequate treatment of disease, so we 
commend to scientific administrators and practitioners 
their codperation with properly trained shepherds of the 
spiritual life in research on and treatment of such enemies 
of mankind as cancer. 


Radio Workshop Is Scheduled 


Plans for extensive summer training courses in radio for 
ministers have been announced by the Joint Radio Com- 
mittee of the Congregational Christian, Methodist and 
Presbyterian USA Churches. The committee will sponsor 
a four-week religious radio workshop at the University of 
Chicago during August and, in cooperation with the 
National Broadcasting Company, will award ten fellow- 
ships for ministers and other church leaders to attend 
the NBC Summer Radio Institutes at Northwestern 
University, University of California at Los Angeles and 
Stanford University. 


The University of Chicago workshop, held this year 
for the first time, will meet from August 5 through 31, 
under the combined auspices of the Committee and the 
Federated Theological Faculty of the University of Chi- 
cago. 


Dr. Ross Snyder, associate professor of religious edu- 
cation in the Federated Theological Faculty, will act as 
dean of the workshop and Rev. Everett C. Parker. 
director of the Joint Committee, will serve as director. 
Others on the full-time staff and on the panel of resource 
leaders will include prominent authorities in the field 
from universities, national networks, and government 
agencies. 


United Church Canvass Wins Award 


The first Annual Public Relations Award in religion 
was presented in Washington, D. C. on March 30-to the 
United Church Canvass movement for “the most meri- 
torious 1945 public relations performance” in religion. 
The award was made by the American Public Relations 
Association in the form of a 12-inch-high silver and ma- 
hogany emblem. Similar presentations were made at the 
same time to outstanding public relations programs in 
other fields, such as business, industry and education. — 

Stanley I. Stuber, National Director of Public Rela- 
tions of the Northern Baptist Convention, who directed 
the United Church Canvass, received the award at the 
Association’s annual banquet. He was accompanied by 
Rev. Dr. Karl K. Quimby, chairman of the UCC Plan- 
ning Committee, and Rabbi Ahron Opher, member 
of the committee. The panel of judges which determined 
the awards included such outstanding public relations 
specialists as Charles G. Ross, Press Secretary to Presi- 
dent Truman, Stephen T. Early, Vice-President of Pull- 
man Incorporated, and Harwood Childs, Associate Pro- 
fessor of Politics at Princeton University. 

United Church Canvass, now in its fourth year, has 
for its purpose the securing of broader community sup- 
port, both financial and otherwise, for all institutions of 
religion. 
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A Three-Point Program for Pentecost 


ENTECOST is the birthday of the Christian 
P Church. It occurs fifty days after Easter. It 

was on this day that the Holy Spirit came into 
the hearts of the 120 waiting disciples in the Upper Room 
at Jerusalem. This experience brought to the early Chris- 
tians the unshakable conviction that their Lord was not 
only alive, but actively present in the world. They real- 
ized His Presence and experienced His power. They be- 
came different on Pentecost. Their fear was supplanted 
by boldness; doubt by faith; and impotence by power. 
A living message was preached on the morning of this 
day by the man who only a short while before had denied 
his Lord. This preacher might have said what Latimer 
said to Ridley, “We shall this day light such a candle by 
God’s grace, as I trust, shall never be put out.” 


Too long the churches have neglected this anniversary. 
It can be made one of the most significant events in the 
annual calendar. By observing the day, which comes 
on Sunday, June 9, this year, the churches can add fifty 
great days to their program. Easter should not be made 
an end, but rather a gateway to Pentecost. 


During the time from Easter to Pentecost a three-fold 
emphasis is proposed by the Department of Evangelism. 
If this emphasis receives major attention on the part of 
pastors and churches and is taken seriously almost two 
months will have been added for the building up of the 
Church and the extension of the Kingdom of God. The 
three points of this program are: 


Assimilation of new members—The minister will 
want to include in his plans, all those who have be- 
come members of the church since January first of this 
year. What will be done for and with them? They 
need personal attention. Further teaching and train- 
ing are necessary. 


Evangelism—Many on the responsibility list were 
not reached for Christ and the Church in the evangel- 
istic work of the church leading up to Easter. Many 
of the unchurched may be reached during the fifty days. 
The first Pentecost was a day of evangelism. The New 
Testament record reads, “Then they that received His 
word were baptized; and there were added unto them 
in that day about three thousand souls.” Surely every 
pastor and congregation will make definite plans for 
the winning of others to Christ and to the Church on 
this day. 


Church attendance—Many churches can make sub- 
stantial gains in "regular church attendance during the 
period from Easter to Pentecost. Easter day saw the 
sanctuaries of the churches filled. By using the mails, 
by personal calls in the homes and by persistent em- 
phasis from the pulpit, a gain in attendance may be 
had. 


This is the three-fold emphasis, which should be con- 
sidered a minimum during the period from Easter to 
Pentecost. The Church needs Pentecost today. Its 
proper observance will lift a light and bring a strength 
into any congregation. 


Rural Life Observance, May 26th 


The meaning of Christianity for rural life will be 
emphasized in thousands of rural and city churches of 
the nation on Sunday, May 26, in observance of Rural 
Life Sunday. The theme for this year’s observance will 
be “Trustees of God’s Bounty.” 

Instituted in 1929 at the suggestion of the Interna- 
tional Association of Agricultural Missions, Rural Life 
Sunday is now observed in many of the town and country 
churches of Protestantism, either on Rogation Sunday, 
the fifth after Easter, or on some other Sunday during 
the spring. According to the folder for this year’s obser- 
vance, the purpose of the day is stated as follows: 

“Rural Life Sunday is a day set apart for empha- 
sizing the meaning of Christianity for rural life; for the 
invocation of God’s blessing upon the seed, the fruits of 
the soil, and the cultivators of the earth, and for the 
consideration of justice for agriculture and the spiritual 
values of rural life.” 

A special folder, issued by the Committee on Town and 
Country of the Home Missions Council of North America, 
the Federal Council and the International Council of 
Religious Education, contains suggestions for the obser-, 
vance of the day. 

An order of service, prepared by Rev. Philip H. 
Steinmetz, of Ashfield, Mass., is included in the folder, 
which may be ordered in quantities from the Committee 
on Town and Country, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York10, 
Naive 


Toronto Visitation Campaign 


In a campaign of visitation evangelism in Toronto, 
conducted recently under the direction of H. H. McCon- 
nell of the Department of Evangelism, there were over 
1,000 decisions in the four nights of work, three-fourths 
of which were on confession of faith. The campaign was 
under the auspices of the Toronto West Presbytery of 
the United Church. There were 500 Jaymen-.who gath- 
ered for instruction each night and went out to bear their 
witness for Christ in the homes of the community. 

In an interdenominational campaign directed by Dr. 
McConnell in Hamilton, Ontario, a week before, 100 
workers obtained 250 decisions. During that same week 
seminars were conducted at Londen, Ontario, for 45 
ministers who planned their campaign at a later date. 
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Appeal for Amnesty Proclamation 

An appeal for a proclamation of general amnesty for 
conscientious objectors who went to prison because of 
their convictions has been sent to President Truman in 
a letter from Bishop Oxnam, President of the Federal 
Council, which conveyed a resolution adopted by the 
Executive Committee. The letter said in part: : 

“Tt is our earnest hope that such steps may be taken as 
are required to release men who are imprisoned solely for 
the sake of conscientious convictions. . . . We also hope 
that there may be restored to them and other conscien- 
tious objectors who have completed their terms, full civil 
rights. .. . While most churchmen do not share the views 
of these men concerning war, they are fully sensitive to 
the vital importance of preserving freedom to believe 
and to act according to the deepest convictions of the 
individual conscience.” 

The resolution adopted by the Executive Committee 
was as follows: 

“Whereas, among the men who have been sentenced 

to prison for violation of the Selective Training and 

Service Act of 1940 are many who acted for the sake 

of firmly held principles of religious conscience and 

individual liberty; and 
“Whereas, by a proclamation of ‘amnesty these men 
can be freed and their full civil liberties restored; be it 

“Resolved that the Executive Committee of the 

Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America 

expresses as its convictions that the cause of justice 
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would be served if the President of the United States 
proclaimed a general amnesty for conscientious ob- 
jectors now in federal prisons and for those who al- 
though released, bear continued civil disabilities.” 


New Publications 

Official Statements from the Special Meeting. Docu- 
ments prepared and adopted by the delegates’ to the 
Federal Council meeting in Columbus March 5-7, are 
now available through the Literature Department, 297 
Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Titles and prices per 
copy of the pamphlets are as follows: 

A Call to the Churches for a Vital Evangelism, 
5 cents. 

The Churches and the World Order, 5 cents 

The Church and Race Relations, 5 cents. 

Veterans and the Church, 10 cents. 

Overseas Relief and Reconstruction, 5 cents. 

The Church and Economic Tensions, 5 cents. 

The Clinical Approach to Race Relations. A manual on 
“how to promote inter-racial health in your community” 
by George Edmund Haynes. The volume is a result of 
eighteen experimental inter-racial clinics held in as many 
cities since the 1943 Detroit race riot. Detailed sugges- 
tions are drawn from these experiments for use in new 
clinics. Available at 35 cents a copy from the Depart- 
ment of Race Relations, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 
10, NS Ye 

Possibly the Ministry? The 6-page leaflet on the cur- 
rent challenge of church work has been requested in such 
overwhelming numbers that a nominal charge has ‘been 
fixed for this leaflet. It is: $1.30 per hundred, $12.50 per 
thousand, Requests go to the Commission on the Minis- 
try, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 

In Remembrance 1946. A Service of Worship in honor — 
of the war dead, especially for use at the Memorial Day 


' season, prepared by the Commission on Worship of the 


Federal Council of Churches, available from the Com- 
mission at 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. at 
2 cents each in any quantity. Single copies free on request. 
Citizenship Day 1946. A Service of Worship. This 
service has been prepared by the Commission on Worship — 
of the Federal Council of Churches for use by churches 
and communities in observance of National Citizenship , 
Day, sometimes known as “I Am An American Day,” 
which is scheduled for May 19. Copies of the service at 
2 cents each in any quantity may be obtained from the * 
Department of Christian Social Relations, 297 Fourth 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Single copies free on re- 
quest. An insert sheet with information and suggestions — 
regarding the observance is also available free on request. 


PLANNING CHURCH BUILDINGS 
Largest published collection plans for American Protestant 
churches costing $30,000 upward. 

63 oversize pages, 140 cuts—plans, photos interiors, ex- 
terior views. 
E. M. Conover, 297 Fourth Ave., New York 10, N. Y. 
Price $2.00, 25% off for six or more 
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| Echoes from Geneva 


By Rosert Root 


up straw and boiling it to get a broth with some 

food value. In Belgium, some pastors’ families have 
had to sell their radios to make ends meet. In Czecho- 
slovakia, Bibles are so rare that bookstores give them 
special window displays at fancy figures. In France, 112 
church buildings were completely destroyed during the 
war. In Austria, 43 pastors want haversacks to help 
them as they travel in their work. 

These are some of the dramatic facts which emerged 
from the meeting at the quiet Swiss village of Presinge, 
near Geneva, of reconstruction leaders from thirteen 
countries this spring. 

This was a significant meeting in the history of church 
reconstruction work. For it was the first’ time some of 
these church people had left their nations to’ mix with 
Christians of other lands after six years of isolation. It 
was the first time leaders of “giving” and “receiving” 
nations had got together to compare notes. Moreover, 
this is the first time that churches of many denominations 
and countries have codperated in a great program of 
material and spiritual aid to stricken areas. 

Dr, J. Hutchison Cockburn, director of the reconstruc- 
tion department of the World Council of Churches, which 
is sponsoring this relief effort, struck the note of prin- 
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ciples on which ecumenical, 7. ¢., interdenominational 
and international-reconstruction is based; he said they 
are to be found in the truth that when one member suf- 
fers, all others suffer with it. 

“The fundamental truth of the universality of the 
Church of Christ compels us to recognize that denomina- 
tional giving, however natural, is not the highest and 
that ecumenical giving is a real work of the grace of 
God,” he said. “The truth of this has already dawned 
in some quarters but not in all. But I am convinced 
that on its wider recognition and practice depends the 
progress of the Christian Church throughout the world.” 

This was a working meeting, to hammer out the prac- 
tical details of doing a job interdenominationally and 
internationally. Procedure was reviewed and defined. 
Interdenominational reconstruction committees in the 
various countries are to review the needs submitted to 
them by their various churches and establish priorities. 
Then the international reconstruction committee of the 
World Council decides which of the projects from the 
various countries are most vital and allots funds col- 
lected from the United States, Britain, Sweden and 
Switzerland. 

To help in the allotment, the group of reconstruction 
leaders passed two resolutions which are important in 
indicating the way in which funds collected from churches 
in the United States will be spent. 

One resolution spoke of the “new insights which have 
come to the churches during the years of struggle (against 
Nazism) and of the new place which they have in the 
life of the nations.” It therefore emphasized that re- 
construction should include new projects to meet new 
opportunities. In conflicts between work to rebuild 
church institutions as they were before the war and work 
to revitalize church life in a new way, priority is to be 
given to the new ideas. In short, money is going to be 
spent to inject new life into the moral and religious pic- 
ture of Europe. 

The second resolution, noting that material needs are 
so great they could absorb all the money that churches 
could collect, suggested a means of insuring that the 
spiritual reconstruction task, which is the sole responsi- 
bility of the churches, gets its share of the money. 

“Tt is our conviction that Europe needs most of all 
the spiritual revival which can only come through a 
strengthening of the churches,” said the resolution. “It 
is a clear demand of Christian long-term strategy that 
we concentrate our energy on this first and preeminent 
task .. . it is imperative that considerable funds be also 
set aside for material aid to be given in the name of the 
churches and through the churches. It is, however, -rec- 
ognized that the main responsibility for material relief 
will have to be carried by the governments and the rec- 
ognized secular agencies,” [Continued on page 15] 
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The group therefore suggested that a ratio be fol- 
lowed of two-thirds of funds for spiritual relief and one- 
third for material relief. This is for the overall picture, 
so that material relief in any one country might be 
higher or lower, and the proportion is to be reviewed 
after six months. 

In one sense, however, there is still no limit for 
material aid through the churches, for contributions in 
kind are not included in the ratio. The one-third figure 
includes only costs of warehousing and shipping con- 
tributed goods, and purchase of such additional food, 
clothing, bedding and medicine as is necessary. And of 
course the ratio applies only to unearmarked funds. 

The meeting permitted the first complete and well- 
rounded picture of European Protestant needs to emerge. 

One reconstruction project of special interest to those 
who want to build international brotherhood was ex- 
changes of Christians among nations. Miss Eleanore 
Iredale, secretary of the British Council for Christian Re- 
construction in Europe, announced that Britain will help 
pay so that ministers, theological students and able young 
men and women from congregations can come and work 
with the British churches in a mutual effort to find the 
key to renewed religious life. On the other side, Euro- 
peans invited Americans and British to the Continent. 
Czechoslovakia, for example, wants an American pro- 
fessor in Prague. Austria announced it would welcome 
guest pastors and professors and wants scholarships for 
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ministerial students to study abroad. 


All over Europe, religious literature was reported lack- 
ing. “Text and church books have become very rare 
lately,” said a report from Greece. Without seeking, 
France compiled a list of 40 who need libraries. Belgium 
reported very strong demand for Bibles. Thirty thousand 
New Testaments are needed in Poland, and the theo- 
logical faculty in Warsaw has no books at all. Said 
Austria: “Please buy evangelical literature for us abroad. 
We know really nothing about publications which have 
appeared since 1938.” 

“The conditions of the ministers have been rendered 
more serious still by the rapid change in the value of 
Italian currency; their salaries, however augmented, are 
not adequate to cover but a small percentage of their 
expenses for food alone,” said a report from Italy. Hun- 
gary reported that a typical pastor’s salary in Budapest 
is worth $1.25. In Finland, the widow of a bishop can 
buy only two pounds of butter with her monthly pension, 
and many churches cannot even get wood to_ heat. 
“Churches in Slovakia deem it necessary to raise the 
salaries of ministers on active service by about 60 per 
cent.” Such is the impact of inflation on the churches. 


Transport for ministers is another universal prob- 
lem. Besides some automobiles, Austria said motorcycles 
are needed for seven pastors and bicycles for 22. 


Everywhere, finally, war has demanded the toll of de- 
stroyed church property. The Dutch Reformed Church 
lost 224 churches, 218 parsonages and 261 other build- 
ings. “In countless parishes not only have all church 
buildings been completely destroyed,” said Germany, 
“but premises in which to hold services are absolutely 
unobtainable.” In Finmark, Norway, half its 49 
churches and all its 15 vicarages and three church-huts 
have been destroyed. The Reformed Church of Slovakia 
lost 20 churches by complete destruction. 

To meet the need for meeting places, the flow of scores 
of wooden church halls from Geneva has already com- 
menced. The little Belgian Protestant Church, which 
lost four churches, said that “the wooden chapels 
promised to us will be very useful.’’ France reported 24 
wooden halls have been delivered to her or will be soon. 


THINK 


ON THESE THINGS 
Stuart R. Oglesby 


Here is no idle philosophizing but rather a clear-cut pattern for life, a pattern suggested by Paul in Philip- 
pians 4:8, 9. Taking each of the phrases of verse 8, the author develops the thoughts suggested by them— 
urging us to think clearly and constructively about “whatsoever things are true 
pure ... lovely .. . of good report.” But the author does not stop there. Like Paul, he goes on from the 
Suggestion of a pattern to a means of carrying it out. Verse 9 points the way. Effective illustrations from 
literature and life enrich the twelve chapters of this volume of spiritual refreshment and encouragement. 
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Austria said, “We urgently need some more barrack 


churches for our refugee work.” 

The aim of the reconstruction department is not to 
rebuild churches but only to provide temporary sub- 
stitute churches. However, during the meeting, World 
Council officials launched an “Ecumenical. Loan Fund” 
(ELF) which will loan money at very low rates for the 
rebuilding of churches and church institutions. It is 
hoped that in a few years several million dollars may be 
available for this revolving fund. Already a quarter of a 
million has been pledged from the United States, $200,- 
000 of this being from the Rockefeller gift to the World 
Council of Churches. 

So obvious is the need for food, clothing, bedding and 
medicine to meet the physical needs of Europe that the 
reconstruction leaders took it for granted. Even in na- 
tions where the food situation has improved, like Hol- 
land, there is still need for clothes and shoes. In other 
nations, of which Norway is typical, material needs 
overshadow all others at this time. 

Because they could not count on foreign aid, Eugen 
Gerstenmaier, head of the German Protestant church 
relief work, pointed out that the churches had organized 
for self-help in Germany. 

Dr. S. C. Michelfelder, who has been heading the mate- 
rial aid division of the World Council of Churches, said 
he is convinced that unless America tightens her belt, 
Europe faces famine. Portraying the international co- 
operation required by a relief effort, he said the World 
Council had recently bought shoes for 1,000 German 
orphans being cared for by British Quakers in Austria. 

The growth of this desire to do church relief and re- 
construction work in this spirit which steps over the lines 
of race and nation and creed was perhaps the most 
significant development of the conference. After years 
of separation, these Christians now felt their unity blos- 
som into reality. Dr. Roivo Harjunpaa, assistant to the 


Archbishop of the Church of Finland, expressed it when — 
he said that at first he had doubted whether he could par- ~ 


ticipate in a Sunday communion service with the others, 
because of creedal objections, but he was so moved by 
the spirit of the service that participation became for him 
the only right action. 
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Continued Need for Chaplains 

The General Commission on Army and Navy Chap- 
lains is in receipt of a letter from General Dwight D. 
Eisenhower which emphasizes that “the opportunity for 
service by the Army chaplain is as great, or greater, than 
it has ever been.”’ Recognizing the contribution of chap- 
- Jains toward the final victory and their present desire to re- 
turn as quickly as possible to their civilian communities, 
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the letter continues: “It is our intention to accomplish 
their release as soon as the need for them in the service 
no longer exists... . Yet today, with the fighting over, 
the need for their continued service is undiminished. Our 
soldiers the world over, with more time on their hands, 
anxious to go home and conscious of the problems facing 
them on return to civil life, are urgently in need of the 
counsel of these men who served them so well in battle.” 


News of State and Local Cooperation 


Miami (Florida) 
Council of Churches 


The first Quarterly Meeting of the Miami 
(Fla.,) Council of Churches was held at 
the Westminster Presbyterian Church on 
Friday, April 5. Rev. Dr. Forrest L. Weir, 
minister of the Plymouth Congregational 
Church, presided as President of the Coun- 
cil. Six new parish churches were admitted 
to membership, bringing the total church 
membership of the new council to thirty- 
five. The communions represented in the 
thirty-five member parish churches include: 
Southern Baptist, Church of the Brethren, 
Disciples of Christ, Evangelical and Re- 
formed, Congregational Christian, Meth- 
odist, Church of God, Presbyterian U.S.A. 
and Presbyterian U'S. 


The Departments of Community Rela- 
tions and Evangelism and Inter-Church 
Activities were established, and provisions 
were made for close working relationships 
(either by a divisional or committee pro- 
cess) with the Miami Chain of Missions 
(women); the Miami Christian Youth 
Council; the Standard Leadership Training 
School, and Miami Pastors’ Association. 


North Carolina Organizes 
New Councils 

On March 28, at Winston-Salem, N. C., 
the Protestant churches of the city officially 
launched the Winston-Salem Council of 
Churches. 

On April 5, the Protestant churches of 
Charlotte, N. C., created their cooperative 


interdenominational agency using the name 
“The Charlotte Council of Churches.” 

As reported by Rev. Ernest Arnold, Gen- 
eral Secretary of the North Carolina Coun- 
cil of Churches, this brings the number of 
city councils in North Carolina to ten. 


‘Indianapolis Launches 


Weekday Schools 


Within six weeks after the opening of 
the second semester, classes in Religious 
Education in the fourth grade were being 
held in connection with seventy percent 
of the schools of Indianapolis, the five 
schools of Warren Township, and one school 
of Wayne Township, with an enrollment 
in the sixty schocls of over 3100 pupils. 


The Board of Weekday Religious Edu- 
cation was recently incorporated under 
the laws of the State of Indiana, to ad- 
minister this program made possible by the 
General Assembly of Indiana in 1943, re- 
leasing pupils from the public schools up 
to 120 minutes per week. The Indianapolis 
plan is a complete coverage of all 118 
schools in Indianapolis and the townships 
of Marion County. 


For the first time in the history of In- 
dianapolis Protestantism, more than 200 
churches are cooperating in this interdenom- 
inational enterprise. Each church is con- 
tributing to this total project of the Board 
of Weekday Religious Education on the 
basis of church membership, Sunday School 
membership, and a percentage of the cur- 


_ Tent expense budget and benevolent budget 
“of the church. ‘ 


Sixty percent of the boys and girls are 
not receiving any religious instruction in 
our Sunday schools. A boy in the fourth 
grade who had been enrolled in the week- 
day schools, after several weeks returned 
home and said to his mother, “Mother, if 
there is anything to this religion, why don’t 
we go to church and Sunday school?” 
The mother then confessed that the family 
held membership in a Protestant church 
outside the city of Indianapolis but had 
never been inside a church during the life- 
time of this boy. The next Sunday the 
family went to church. —‘A little child 
shall lead them.’ 

The Rev. F. A. Pfleiderer, for seventeen 
years pastor of the Sutherland Presbyterian 
Church of Indianapolis, became the ad- 
ministrative director of the Weekday 
Schools on February 1, 1946. 
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Church Council Plans 
County and City Meetings 


In line with precedent established by 
more than seventy years’ experience in the 
field of Religious Education, the New 
Hampshire Council of Churches and Relig- 
ious Education, Inc., announces the con- 
tinuance of the “(County Convention” plan 
developed by the State Sunday School 
Association and its successor, the New 
Hampshire Council of Religious Education, 
recently merged with the State Council of 
Churches. 

These meetings, according to information 
furnished by the Executive Secretary of 
the Council, are being set up by county 
leaders in conjunction with the heads of 
the various departments of the State 
Council. Plans call for afternoon, supper 
and evening sessions, and the gatherings 
will be held during the last three weeks 
of May and the first two in June. 

Five or six dinner and evening Council 
meetings are also being arranged for larger 
cities in the state. These are planned to 
coincide where possible with annual or 
special dinner meetings of local church 
councils or ministerial associations which 
are cooperating units of the State Council. 
State officers and the Executive Secretary 
will be present at all these dinner meetings 
to report on State Council work and to 
present. the increasing program of the 
Council, of Churches and Religious Edu- 
cation in all of its many phases. The first 


By Their Fruits 


city to be thus visited by the State Council 
delegation was Manchester on Tuesday, 
May 7. Dr. J. Duane Squires, President of 
the Council, gave the address of the eve- 
ning, and Dr. Whitney S. K. Yeaple, Ex- 
ecutive Secretary, presented a report of 
work done thus far in 1946 and proposals 
for the balance of the year. 


South Dakota Looks Ahead 


The South Dakota Council of Churches 
has announced the following four-point 
program: 

1. Ministers’ Institute 
Place: The campus of the State Agricultural 

College, Brookings 
Date: Monday evening, August 12 to Fri- 

day noon, August 16 
Cost: Fifty cents per bed per night. Meals 

in cafeteria at student rate. Registration 

fee one to two dollars depending on costs 
and attendance. 

Program: Three courses, one on preaching, 
one on counseling, and one on the inner 
life. Arranged by Christian Education 
Commission, President Ernest E. Smith, 
Sioux Falls, chairman. 

2. County Conventions 
Aim: A convention in forty counties. Pro- 

gram suggestions have been. prepared by 

a special committee and mailed to all 

presidents and secretaries. Special speak- 

ers will be available. 

3. Laboratory School 

Two laboratory schools were authorized 
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by the Board and a committee is working 
on the project. 

4. State Council Convention 

The Executive Committee plans for a 
State Council Convention to be held 
in November, 1946. 


Youth Deputation Teams 

The Washington Federation of Christian 
Youth, under the leadership of its Inter- 
racial Committee, has organized several 
deputation teams composed of Negro, Chi- 
nese, Nisei, and white youth. They have 
selected the following theme for presenta- 
tion: ‘The Participation of Christian 
Youth in the Growth of Democracy in 
America.”” There will be teams available 
for high-school and older youth groups 
during the month of May. Any church 
youth group desiring a deputation team 
for a Sunday evening meeting may make 
necessary arrangements through the Wash- 
ington Federation of Churches. 


The Service of 
Ecumenical Worship 


“Historic Trinity Church in Boston has 
witnessed many notable gatherings, but 
it is doubtful if any ever surpassed in 
color and pageantry, or overflow atten- 
dance, the recent Service of Ecumenical 
Worship. To the more than two thousand 
spectators, many of whom stood through- 
out the entire service, it was a demonstra- 
tion of Protestant unity and strength,” 
so reports the Public Relations department 
of the Massachusetts Council of Churches. 


“Cooperation was the keynote in the 
whole affair, from the glorious singing of 
the four choirs, under the direction of Prof. 
H. Augustine Smith and Mr. Charles Lav- 
rakas, to the inspiring worship service in 
which leaders of six different denomina- 
tions participated.” 

“Highlighting the evening was Bishop 
G. Bromley Oxnam’s address which sought 
to make clear in the mind of every Prot- 
estant present the true meaning of the 
Protestant faith and the principles for 
which it has stood through the years.” 


Minnesota Council Considers 
Change of Name 


The Minnesota Messenger, official organ 
of the Minnesota Council of Religious Edu- 
cation, reports the following in its Febru- 
ary number: 

“The most significant action taken by 
the Council in the Annual Meeting was the 
adoption of the new By-laws and changes 
to the Articles of Incorporation. By vote 
of the Council the name of Minnesota 
Council of Religious Education will become 
the Minnesota Counci! of Churches when 
five state denominational bodies and fifteen 
county councils approve the by-laws. 


Dombrowski Succeeds deBoer 
as Head of Boys Court Service 


Theodore Dombrowski, Supervisor of the 
Social Service Department of the Illinois 
State Training School for Boys at St. 
Charles, has been appointed to head the 
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Boys Court Service of the Chicago Church 
Federation, beginning April 15, 1946. He 
succeeds Mr. Louis deBoer, who resigned 
from this position last November to be- 
come Educational Director for the Illinois 
Society for Mental Hygiene. 

Mr. Dombrowski is a member of the 
Methodist Church, the American Associa- 
tion of Social Workers and of the Illinois 
Welfare Association. 


Church School 


Superintendents’ Association 


The superintendents of ten Troy (Ohio) 
churches are banded together for study 
and fellowship. Once a month one super- 
intendent and his assistant entertain the 
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group at dinner. A book on Sunday School 
work is being studied. Recently it was 
decided that at each future meeting a film 
depicting the work of some one department 
will be shown and the teachers of that 
department in each church will be invited 
to join the group after the meal for the 
pictures and discussion. A monthly study- 
group for all church school teachers is 
contemplated for next year. 


First Brick in Detroit 
“Council of Churches Building” 


A member of Brewster Pilgrim Congre- 
gational Church believes in the necessity 
of a “Council of Churches Building.” He 
labeled a recent check for that purpose, 
which will be kept separately within the 
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Detroit Council’s account. The hope is ex- 
pressed that the amount will grow rapidly. 


Staff Changes 

Rev. William J. Villawme has been ap- 
pointed Director of the Department of 
Research and Planning for the Massachu- 
setts Council of Churches. 

Rev. Harvey Marks has been called to 
the staff of the Colorado Council of 
Churches as Associate Secretary and Di- 
rector of Visual Aids. 

Rev. Wallace G. Sorenson, upon his 
return from the chaplaincy, has been ap- 
pointed the Executive Secretary of the 
Greater Paterson (N. J.) Council of 
Churches. Mr. Sorenson began his work 
as of May 1, 1946. 


» Among the New Book - 


Peace of Mind 


By JosHua Lota LIEBMAN 
Simon & Schuster. $2.50. 


Many books dealing with the emotional 
problems of the individual land in one of 
two pitfalls: either they are preachments, 
relying on exhortation and moral appeal 
but lacking a master’s touch, or they are 
technical treatises, full of detailed informa- 
tion but never stirring the imagination. 
This book is different. It is a skilful weav- 
ing together of the age-old insights of 
religion and the modern knowledge of 
psychiatry. Here is a joining of hands, as 
it were, of the sanctuary and the laboratory. 


In the best manner of the Jewish proph- 
ets, Dr. Liebman puts his finger unerringly 
on the distilled wisdom of ancient sages, 
“Heap worldly gifts at the feet of foolish 
men but on my head pour only the sweet 
waters of serenity. Give me the gift of the 
Untroubled Mind.” 

Instead of attacking Freud, the author 
regards him as a pioneer who has shown 
us an original method of investigating the 
basic: drives and energies of men and of 
treating mental and emotional disturbances. 
At first many leaders in religion regarded 
the new science of psychoanalysis as hos- 
tile, but Dr. Liebman insists that to take 
such an attitude results in religion’s losing 
“a superb ally in the battle for the good 
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life.” Religion, he urges, needs to learn 
from its past mistakes in opposing new 
scientific truth in astronomy and in biology 
not to be similarly short-sighted in its 
relation to the psychological clinic. 


At the same time it is made equally clear 
that psychology in itself has no answer to 
life’s ultimate problems; for, like all other 
sciences, it has no philosophy of the meaning 
of existence and no moral goal. It is to 
religion that we must look for a sense of 
purpose in the world, for a feeling of re- 
latedness to Reality, and for the deepest 
type of fellowship. Any misgiving — that 
psychiatry might take the place of religion 
is flatly rejected. 


A crucial weakness in the book is the 
lack of any adequate sense of sin. Rabbi 
Liebman would have done well to ponder 
the remark of Dr. Ada Comstock, when 
she retired as president of Radcliffe Col- 
lege. She said that her greatest mistake had 
been in a failure to take sufficient account 
of the positiveness of evil. Dr. Liebman 
does not like the emphasis on the sense of 
sin and guilt which is characteristic of St. 
Paul, St. Augustine, Luther and Calvin. 
His point of view is always that of the 
“once bern”—not that of the “twice born” 
-—to use William James’ famous classifica- 
tion. Dr. Liebman would have been mere 
convincing and helpful if he had not 
skipped so lightly over the intractable 
character of human nature. 


To many readers the treatment of fear 
will be the most helpful. The truth is that 
most of us are afraid—and yet afraid to 
admit that we are afraid! Dr. Liebman 
shows us how to distinguish between real 
fears and neurotic fears, and to trace our 
neurotic fears to their source. In the cure 
of fear he strongly accents religious faith 
because of its affirmation of the meaning- 
fulness and trustworthiness of the universe. 

A refreshing section gives us a glimpse 
into the abnormal factors which tend to 
produce atheists. We have heard so much 
in the past about the idea of God as a 
mere “projection” of human wishes that 
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it is refreshing to find a_ psychological 
description of atheists in which their boast- 
ed “independence” and rejection of God 
turns out to be due not to real arguments 
but to such factors as lovelessness in early 
childhood’ or fear to commit themselves 
to any self-giving personal relationships. 
S.M.C. 


The Peace That Is Left 


By EmiLre CAMMAERTS 
Harper $2.00 


The Belgian literary figure, now in Eng- 
land, who gave us his confession of faith in 
“Upon This Rock” and “The Flower of 
Grass,”’ now presents a series of medita- 
tions on the deeper aspects of the issue 
of world peace. Our failure to maintain 
peace he analyzes as a moral and religious 
failure—more specifically, our persistent 
disposition to put self-will rather - than 
God’s will at the center of all our thought. 
The root of war is sin; the price of peace 
is righteousness. Peace among men is thus 
an expression of the inner peace of the 
individual, derived from true fellowship 
with God. If Christ could give peace only 
through the experience of the Cross, we 
can not expect peace by any processes that 
do not involve a radical change in the 
whole manner, of life that prevails today. 
This is the “peace that is left” to us even 
when all organizational schemes break 
down. S.M.C. 


The United States Moves 
Across the Pacific 


The A B C’s of the American Problem 
in the Western Pacific and the Far East 


By KennetH Scotr LATOURETTE 
Harper $2.00 


A trained historian with years of ex- 
perience in the Orient, the distinguished 
occupant of the Chair of Missions at Yale 
University, knowing that the United States 
is inevitably involved in Far Eastern affairs, 
summarizes briefly the steps by which this 
has come to pass, assesses the advantages 
and disadvantages in the present situation, 
analyzes the basic policies which are open 
to us as a nation, and concludes that we 
will insist on even more influence in the 
Pacific basin than we have exerted to the 
South under the Monroe Doctrine. Al- 
though admitting that no program, in and 
of itself, can guarantee peace in the Pacific, 


’ Dr. Latourette points to those which are 


most likely to bring it. He does not see 
any reason to despair that a gradual im- 
provement may be achieved in the status of 
Pacific relations and looks to see the United 
States use her huge power so as to contrib- 
ute to the welfare of all the peoples of 
that vast area. It is a volume of expert 
knowledge and ripe wisdom well written 
and well seasoned. H.S.L. 
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Christ and Man’s Dilemma 
By Grorce A. BUTTRICK 
Abingdon-Cokesbury $2.00 


A note of breathless urgency runs through | 
this flaming book. It was written at white’ 
heat by a man who is a realist in his: 
knowledge of human nature and an idealist 
in his understanding of the work of Christ 
in the remaking of human nature. The plea, 
“Christ or Chaos,” which used to be re- 
garded -as a histrionic exaggeration, is 
shown to be the literal truth in an atomic 
age. 


The author-evangelist first considers the 
positive solution which Christ gives to 
three indubitable problems in the nature’ 
of man—his ignorance, his wickedness, 
his mortality. He then considers what it. 
would mean to take Christ seriously in 
three realms of human Jlife—our business,’ 
our education, our mastery by the machine. 

Few preachers of our day write with 
such a combination of arresting spiritual 
insight, felicitous phrase and moving illus- 
tration as this minister of the great Mad-.| 
ison Avenue Presbyterian Church in New 
York, whose earlier book, “Prayer,” has. 
had a deservedly wide and sustained read- 
ing. S.M.C. 


Best Sermons: 1946 Edition 
By H. Paur BUTLER | 
Harper $2.75 


Among the many collections of “best 
sermons” this is certainly one of the “best.” 
There are fifty-two—one for each Sunday 
of the year. Their range is impressively 
wide, covering all major Protestant groups, | 
Roman Catholic and Jew, also representing ' 
several nationalities—American, Canadian, | 
English, Dutch, Swiss, and Australian. One 4 
meets many familiar figures of the pulpit | 
—such as Paul E. Scherer, George A. But-| 
trick, Leslie D. Weatherhead, Harry Emer- | 
son Fosdick, Joseph R. Sizoo, G. Bromley : 
Oxnam, Reinhold Niebuhr. One finds equal- | 
ly good messages from younger and less | 
widely known men. Two excellent sermons | 
—by Benjamin E. Mays and W. O. Carring-_ 
ton—indicate the preaching ability of Ne- | 


suggests some interesting comparisons and | 
contrasts. S.M.C. | 
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Pioneers for Peace Through 
Religion 
By Cartes S. MacrarLanp 
Revell $2.50 


This is the story of the efforts of relig- 
ious leaders in behalf of world order during 
he thirty years since Andrew Carnegie 
founded the Church Peace Union in 1914. 
By a curious coincidence the year of its 
founding was the year in which the first 
World War broke out. The structure of 
the narrative follows the successsive stages 
of the Church Peace Union and its aux- 
liary organization, the World Alliance for 
International Friendship Through the 
Churches, but the record is one of vital 
interest to all who are concerned with the 
influence of the churches in international 


affairs. S.M.C. 
Nicodemus 
By DorotHy WaLwortH 
Houghton, Mifflin & Co. $2.50.. 


Dorothy Walworth, whose name is. well 
known through outstanding articles in the 
Reader’s Digest and elsewhere, has a new 
novel which promises to make literary his- 
tory. With the title “Nicodemus,” it is 
introduced by the passage about that young 
man who came to Jesus by night and 
heard perplexing words about a new birth. 


The author in her own inimitable way 
portrays people in a different kind of 
night, looking for some kind of radiance 
and meaning in life and growing into an 
awareness that man lives not only in the 
todays but in the forever. 


The story has a church background. The 
author herself is a minister’s daughter. But 
the book moves with its people along the 
common ways at the same time that it 
penetrates into the depths of the soul. 

While the pages are filled with fine bits 
of insight and memorable passages as few 
books are, the more significant thing is 
that it portrays its characters not in the 
conventional and threadbare patterns of 
personal disintegration which many novel- 
ists use but of spiritual aspiration, struggle 
and growth. 

The characters are Manhattanites, upper 
and lower, and they speak their own lan- 
guage. They also reflect the drift and the 
downward tug of much of their environ- 
ment. Nevertheless there is also an up- 
ward struggle toward God. There are 
vivid colors and also dark, sordid spots in 
the story while in it all is an affectionate 
appreciaiton of the persons who struggle 
upward. 


Starting with an Easter service and clos- 
ing at the dawning of Christmas, the story’s 
great significance is that it allows some- 
thing of the glow of the spiritual nature 
and the immortal destiny of human beings 
‘to penetrate. equally a realm of sophis- 
‘ticated confusion and a world of humble 
need of every-day eae It is a good book 
to read and ponder a‘ the Easter season or 
ay. other. oo FW. 
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Law of Marriage and Divorce 
Simplified 


By RicHarp VY. Mackay 
Oceana Publications, New York, 
New Edition 1946. $1.00. 


Mr. Mackay, a member of the New 
York bar, has presented, in condensed and 
simple form, some of the essential features 
of the marriage and divorce laws of the 
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different states. He indicates simply the 
legal provision regarding marriage, annul- 
ment, separation, divorce, alimony, re- 
marriage, ante-nuptial and _ separation 
agreements and G. I. marriages. 


Charts bring into compact form the 
differences in the laws of different states 
on such matters as age of consent, relation- 
ships within which marriages are pro- 
hibited, states prohibiting inter-racial mar- 
riages, medical certificatioa: and a waiting 


A Bible for the Liberal 


Just Published 


Limited Edition, $3.50 


Edited by DAGOBERT D. RUNES, PA. D. 
with a Foreword by LIN YUTANG 


RINCIPLES of ethics judiciously selected 
from biblical literature, including the 
Hebrew Books of Wisdom and the Apoc- 
rypha. The essence of true Christianity and 
Judaism for liberals. 
“Constitutes a valuable study in comparative religion 


and should be used by both Christian and Jewish 
theologians.’—Rev. CHARLES S. MACFARLAND. 


Order from Your Bookseller or 


_ PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY, Publishers 


15 Eost AOth Street, Dept. 90 


New York 16, N. Y. 


Christ. 


The American Mission to 
Lepers, in cooperation with 25 denominational boards and almost a hun- 
dred mission stations is carrying out the command of Jesus to ‘“‘Cleanse the 
This work can go on only as you provide the money. 


Lepers.” 


AMERICAN MISSION TO LEPERS, INCORPORATED 
File 6-M, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: I am happy to make an offering to aid people with leprosy. 
PnClOSCAe FM $a a caccncecesecreesenseeevnncee 


ONLY AN HOUR 


These pictures show what 
changes one hour in a mission 
station made in the appear- 
ance and attitude of this boy 
—son of leprous parents. 

This little fellow expected 
abuse, because he was accus- 
tomed to receiving abuse from 
strangers, but his fears soon 
disappeared. He learned that 
some people do care for vic- 
tims of leprosy. He learned he 
was to be clothed and fed and 
sheltered and loved while his 
parents were being cared for 
and led to a knowledge of 


A SAFE INVESTMENT 
WITH A LIFE INCOME 


Preedom from financial worry, espe- 
cially In the declining years of life 
is something most of us are striving 
for. Salvation Army Annuities pro- 
vide just this sort of security and 
independence against old age. At 
the same time, it gives you a part- 
nership in the many activities of 
this great religious and charitable 
organization. 


Guaranteed Protection 


These annuities are protected by 
the experience, the integrity and re- 
sources of The Salvation Army plus 
the legal reserve and surplus funds 
required by law. Gift Annuity agree- 
ments are issued under the authority 
of New York State Insurance De- 
partment. 


DOUBLE BENEFITS 


@ A guaranteed life income. 

@ Regular payments. 

@ Certain income tax deduc- 
tions. 

@ Security of your investment. 

@ No service fees. 

@ A share in the physical and 


spiritual program for those 
less fortunate. 


THE SALVATION ae 


(A NEW. YORK: CORPORATION) 
130; West. ‘ath: Street, New’ York TT, Ne: Y. 


Gentlemen: | am interested in your Annuities. Please 
send me, without obligatian, copy of your latest 
booklet. 15 
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period, grounds for annulment, separatil} 
and divorce. The chart indicating divo: 
laws gives the incidence of 28 causes rece 
nized in one or more of the 48 states aj 
the District of Columbia. Incidental) 
Mexican divorces are declared to be usuar 
worthless. 


The value of this thin publication, whi 
costs $1.00, is partly in what has been ll 
out and in the time saved the reader. It, | 
course, does not take the place of spe 
knowledge of marriage and divorce la 
for those who must be fully informéd 
This condensation wil] interest ministe 
educators and all students of marri¢| 
problems. It will also serve as a sad 
minder of the imperative need of maki) 
marriage successful so that such harrowi/ 
issues as divorce, alimony and the care | 
children from broken homes will not a 


L.F.W 


Iistinguished American Jew) 
Edited by P. Henry Lorz 
Association Press. $1.50. 


This book presents balanced biographi| 
of twelve eminent contemporaries, fre; 
Felix Adler, Yehudi Menuhin, and Pa) 
Muni, to Rabbi Wise. It is a volume of f' 
“Creative Personalities” series, and 4 
longs certainly in any inter-faith librai| 
It is factual, helpful. J.ON. 


LIGHT 


International Uniform Lessons — 


Union Lesson Helps offer sound in- — 
spirmg lesson expositions ‘written by 
specialists for every age group. Un- — 
denominational and uncontroversial — 
they can be used with safety in any 
Sunday school. Write for free speci- © 
mens of 4 


UNION LESSON HELPS 


. . . ° . . 


American Sunday-School Union | 
1816 Chestnut St. Philadelphia, Pa. | 


Brand-New Steel Folding Chairs | 
Full Upholstered Seat and Form- 
Fitting Back. Rubber Feet. 


Redington Co., Dept. 35, Scranten, Pa 


WRITE FOR 
CATALOG 
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Tue Seeps oF THE KINGDOM, 
_ Livinc Prayer, 


Gop AND THE CHURCH, 


| PgeRsONAL REDEMPTION, 


Together 


BY TWELVE MEN 


* * 
* * 
* * 


THE CHAPTERS AND AUTHORS 


We Must Ger Reapy To Go Forwarp, Rufus M. Jones 


Wat America Must Do For THE WORLD, 
Frank C. Laubach 


J. Rufus Moseley 

E. Stanley Jones 
Glenn Clark 

Walter Jud! 

John G. Magee 
Samuel M. Shoemaker 
Starr Daily 

Abraham Vereide 
Glenn Harding 
Howard Thurman 


GETTING IN UNION, 


Gop’s Laws Aways Work, 
Creative RELATIONSHIPS, 


SPIRITUAL CELLS, 
THE LEADERSHIP OF YOUTH, 
Gop AND THE RACE QUBSTION, 


THESE MEN SPEAK AS ONE 


From startlingly different backgrounds these 
twelve men speak as one in heralding a resurg- 
ence of spiritual life that can weld the varied 
peoples of earth into a real brotherhood of 


_ Christ. They have shared a new Pentecostal 


experience, have been merged and fused into a 
single group life dedicated to find the basic 
aspects of Christianity and to raise their minds 
and hearts from that point to a universal con- 
secration. It has become their passion to be 
Christ’s instruments for this new era. They 
believe their goal will be achieved “not by the 
working out of a common denominator of creeds 
and orders and sacraments and agelong prac- 
tices, but through the discovery of a Pentecostal 


) unity of life and spirit, and the experience of a 
_ divine Presence that raises us all in life and 
_ power.” $1 


AT YOUR LOCAL BOOKSTORE 
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Whose Leaf 
Shall Not Wither 


JAMES M. LICHLITER 


% Here is a fresh interpretation of those 
dynamic simplicities of the Christian reli- 
gion which have a direct bearing on the 
living of life. In terms of modern experi- 
ence the author discusses the meaning of 
religion, the nature of man, the reality of 
God, the significance of Jesus—not as 
philosophical problems but as convictions 
which bring to fruit the rich possibilities 
of life. 


The title refers to the kind of Christian “whose leaf shall 
not wither,” whose religion is vital, green, and growing. The 
book deals with the soil in which such a Christian may grow, 
tells how he grows, and points to the harvest that may be 
expected. It helps the Christian grow as an individual and as 
a social being. The author attempts to free modern man from 
inherited traditions that do not reach his mind and heart 
and to lead him to the ever-fertile sources of abundant life. 
Rich in teaching and preaching values and vivid with apt 
illustration, this book will make many philosophical truths 


plajn. $1.50 


The Devil and God 


WILLIAM 


ROBINSON 


% In this discussion of the Devil and his 
place in the scheme of things the appalling 
evil in nature and man is related to theories 
of the Devil in a scholarly treatment that 
is often whimsical, always vital. 

The question for man is to be able to 
account for evil in the world while preserv- 
ing belief in the goodness and all-sufficiency 
of God. The problem of evil is a universal 
one—one which arises for all who hold that 
the universe is purposive. It challenges the church to help man 
keep his true bearing and a right relationship with God. 


Here the essential teachings of the Bible are examined with 
revealing comparisons between the Old and New Testaments. 
History- of religion and biblical lore, poetry and theology are 
brightly reflected. The sum total is the positive conclusion 
that Christianity does not offer a simple, clear-cut, intellectual 
solution, but rather a faith which overcomes evil. 


THE CHAPTERS: R&.IGION AND THE RBALITY OF Evi. 
I BELigvE IN ONE Gop. THE BIBLE AND THE Devit. THE VAN- 
QUISHING OF Evit. Has THE WorLp GONE TO THE Devi? Gonp’s 
FREEDOM AND Gop’s OMNIPOTENCE. ? $1 
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You GET AN INCOME for life 


Yes, you give greatly—and receive share in the glorious work of dis- 
greatly—when you join the many men tributing the Scriptures throughout the 
and women holders of American Bible world, bringing joy and hope to the 
Society Annuity Agreements. : needy, the lonely, the distressed. 

As long as you live, you receive a Investigate this great Annuity Plan 
generous check at regular intervals at once. Learn how it provides gener- 
throughout the year, and such checks ously for your future security or the 
have never failed in more than 100 comfort of a loved one, and how it en- 
years of the Annuity Plan operation. titles you to certain tax exemptions. 

At the same time you receive the Send today ‘without fail for the inter- 
abiding happiness of knowing that you esting booklet, “A Gift That Lives.” 


Depp * ( Please send me, without obligation, pou ‘booklet FC-1 entitled | 
Fill out and 

L thi INCOME “A Gift That Lives.”: 
mail (ns 


ahd ASSURED OO I enclose $ ___ for the world-wide distribution of the Scriptures. 
coupon today! 


Name ______-__— 


Address___=. CE Denomination ee 


Citya ae eee Ie 


